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Audley Neighbourhood Plan – Steering Group Minutes 

(Introductory meeting) 

Thursday 22nd April at 6pm via Zoom 

Present: 

Mr Nick Hayes (Audley PC) – interim Chair 
Mr Nathan Stubbs (resident) 
Mr Bryan Carnes (resident) 
Mr Bruce Johnson (resident) 
Mr Gareth Ware (resident) 
Dr Colin Bielby (resident) 
Mr Neil Ginnis (resident/Community Organisation/Business) 
Mr Simon Bland (resident) 
Mrs Nicola Heath-Pedley (resident) 
Cllr Mr B Proctor (NBC Audley Ward Cllr)  
Cllr Mrs S Moffatt (NBC Audley Ward Cllr)  
Mrs Clare Withington (Admin on behalf of Parish Council) 
Mrs Hannah Barter Urban Vision 
Mrs Karen Watkins MBE (Loggerheads PC) 
Ms Jemma March Planning Policy Manager (part) 
Mr Chris Binns Planning Policy Officer (part) 
 

Apologies - Mr Dave Webb (resident) 
 

1. Welcome and introductions – round the table 
All provided a brief introduction and their background in relation to the Parish and 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

 
2. Purposes of a Neighbourhood Plan and to provide an overview of a 

Neighbourhood Plan consultant’s role – Mrs Hannah Barter Urban Vision 
(Planning Consultant Audley Rural Parish Council) 

https://urbanvisionenterprise.co.uk/ 
 

Hannah provided a short presentation on the planning system and how a 
Neighbourhood plan fits within it  – as attached Appendix A.  Hannah has experience 
of working on 130 neighbourhood plans.  It was suggested that one of the early tasks 
would be to carry out an initial survey to ask residents what they think is good, what 
is bad and what they would change in the area.  Hannah noted that the likely timescale 
to complete the Plan would be around 18 months to get to Regulation 14 stage, but 
some have taken up to 6 years – if they are complex or protracted.  CW The Locality 
Roadmap which sets out the process to developing a Neighbourhood Plan can be 
found here https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/toolkits-and-guidance/create-
neighbourhood-plan-step-by-step-roadmap-guide/ 
 
There is funding available through a Locality Grant fund of £10k (plus a further £8k 
available if we complete a design code) and £10k Parish funds cover the costs up to 
Regulation 14 stage.   At Regulation 16 the Borough Council will cover the costs for 
the referendum.    

 
3. Local plan timescale, Statement of Community Involvement consultation, 

relevance of Neighbourhood Plans to the Local Plan, update on all 

 

https://urbanvisionenterprise.co.uk/
https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/toolkits-and-guidance/create-neighbourhood-plan-step-by-step-roadmap-guide/
https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/toolkits-and-guidance/create-neighbourhood-plan-step-by-step-roadmap-guide/
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Borough Neighbourhood Plans  – Newcastle Borough Council  - Jemma 
March Planning Policy Manager/Chris Binns Planning Policy Officer 

 
Jemma provided a short talk on the situation with the Local Plan and the impact on 
Neighbourhood Plans.  Up to date information can be found here: 
https://www.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/all-services/planning/planning-policy 
On 13 January 2021, Newcastle Borough Council resolved to produce a new Local 
Plan for Newcastle-under Lyme authority area over a three year period. The Local 
Plan will include the spatial strategy for development, strategic and detailed local 
planning policies and site allocations.  The Local Plan will be divided into three key 
stages which will be subjected to public consultations: 

1) Issues and Strategic Options 
The first version of the Local Plan sets out the proposed vision and objectives for the 
plan and key options for the spatial strategy. It also sets out the intended detailed 
policies that 
the plan will provide. This is scheduled for consultation in autumn 2021. 

2) Publication Draft 
The second stage of the Local Plan scheduled for consultation in autumn 2022 will 
contain the preferred spatial strategy, site allocations and detailed policies to guide 
future development. It will have been informed by final evidence documents, joint 
working under the Duty to Cooperate and the responses to the first Strategic Options 
document. 

3) Final Plan 
The final Plan is the conclusion of all earlier stages of plan production, evidence and 
responses to the two consultations which will result in the final version of the Local 
Plan. This is anticipated to be consulted on in summer 2023 and submitted to the 
Planning Inspectorate later that year. 
Following these key milestones the Local Plan is subject to Independent Examination 
by the Planning Inspectorate. This stage is difficult to accurately estimate in terms of 
timescale because it is not in the Councils control. It is hoped that the Examination 
can be concluded in year 2024, that the Plan is found sound by the Inspectorate and 
that the Council can move forward to adopt the Local Plan. 
 
Overall growth targets for the Borough will be consulted in the Autumn of 2021, but 
the housing numbers and sites for Audley Parish will not be known until the summer 
of 2022.     
 
Currently there is a consultation for the Statement of Community Involvement which 
runs until the end of May 2021.  This sets out how they will consult with the public and 
any changes during Covid.   
 
There are 2 adopted Neighbourhood Plans in the Borough – Loggerheads 
Neighbourhood Development Plan (made 15 February 2019) and Chapel and Hill 
Chorlton, Maer and Aston and Whitmore Neighbourhood Development Plan (made 
21 January 2020).  Other ones in development include: 
Audley Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan, Betley, Balterley and Wrinehill 
Neighbourhood Development Plan, Kidsgrove Neighbourhood Development Plan, 
Keele Neighbourhood Development Plan and Madeley Neighbourhood Development 
Plan. 
 
 
 

https://www.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/all-services/planning/planning-policy
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4. Experiences of a Neighbourhood Plan group – before and after – Mrs 
Karen Watkins MBE Loggerheads PC 

Karen provided a brief talk on their experiences in producing the first Neighbourhood 
Plan for the Borough.  It was noted that the Plan is there to meet development needs 
but has helped to stop unwanted development.  Prior to this, Loggerheads received a 
large number of unwanted developments applications in areas which did not suit the 
community.  The plan was expected to cost £13k but actually cost £20k to produce.  
Karen found that banners were helpful in keeping the public informed.  Gaps in 
expertise will need to be filled as you go along and the Steering Group should agree 
with the Borough Council what help they will provide.   The plan should be resident 
led with the Parish Council being the accountable body only.  The overall plan will 
need to be written by members of the Steering group, pulling it together with all the 
policies and pictures to make it a coherent document.  It is helpful if there is someone 
with design and mapping expertise to make the document easier to read and 
understand.    Karen stated that you should not underestimate the time needed.  The 
main benefits are that they have protected important green spaces and have good 
heritage policy which shapes future development.   Karen noted that their Steering 
Group was only a handful of people, and that time should be spent getting the 
consultation right to ensure you can reach every person and business etc.   
 
5. Next steps: 
Meetings will be held on Mondays at 7pm going forward.  The next meeting will be 
to: 
 

1. Agree the Terms of Reference as circulated 
 

2. To nominate and elect the Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary and Treasurer  

• The Chair will preside over the meetings of the Steering Group.  

• The Vice-Chair will deputise for the Chair. 

• The Secretary shall take and circulate the draft minutes for approval at the 
next Steering Group.  The Secretary will circulate all papers to Steering 
Group members and the Parish Council in a timely fashion. Minutes shall 
be made publicly available on the Parish Council website. The secretary 
shall be responsible for keeping records of members in accordance with 
Data Protection Act 2018. 

• Treasurer who shall be responsible for maintaining accounts and advising 
the Steering Group on its financial status. 

 
3. £10k Locality Grant application update and technical expertise 
4. To consider the appointment of a Neighbourhood Plan consultant 
5. A project plan will also need to be developed, which can be done outside of 

the meeting along with a consultation strategy. 
 

6. AOB - None 
 

7. Date of Next meeting via Zoom – Monday 10th May at 7pm via Zoom  
 


